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Railroad Museum Open House set for December

Written by SheboyganDaily.com Staff on November 23, 2012.
Under Community

SHEBOYGAN — The Sheboygan Railroad Museum will host an
Open House on Saturday, December 1 and Sunday, December 1 2
from 10 AM to 4 PM each day.
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Admission to the Open House is free but donations are welcome.
The Museum is located at 1001 North 10th Street in Sheboygan.

Formally known as the Railroad Lodge, the building had its name
changed two years ago to better reflect its use. “There was a
common misconception over the years about what the building
was being used for, mostly that it was a ‘Club’ or ‘Lodge,” said
Leo Schneider, president. “Correcting that has been a challenge, but we are making
progress.”

The Sheboygan Society of Scale Model Railroad Engineers, Ltd, founded in 1977, which owns
the building, has had, as its primary purpose, the preservation of railroad history, both
prototype and models. To that end, it has amassed a large collection of railroad antiques,
some dating back more than 100 years. A library containing thousands of books, periodicals,
and videos have been categorized. They are available for research purposes.

The building received a complete facelift inside and out. The exterior is now painted in
railroad colors, a theme also reflected in a brick paved walkway leading to the main entrance.

In addition to the large railroad artifacts on display, there are model railroads in six different
scales in varying stages of completion, from the tiny Z scale to G scale. One of them, for
example, replicates what a typical Lionel layout would have looked like in the mid 1950s,
using vintage buildings and rolling stock acquired. Another is an HO scale layout, the largest
of them, which will occupy two levels. It is operated completely by computer, using software
especially programmed for it. The lower level is functional as work continues on the upper
level.

“It has to be done in stages, as access to certain things depends on something else being
completed first”, said Dick Pool, a Board member and layout committee lead. For the most

part, the bulk of the layouts are custom built to fit the space, as opposed to a simple table top.

Each has a particular theme in mind, and will show just how railroads serve in various areas
of the country. “Having each in a different scale, we hope to attract a larger spectrum of the
public”, said Pool.

One of the major considerations was aisle space for visitors. The original layout, while
breathtaking to see, created a cramped feeling for large crowds who came to Open Houses.
“We are aiming at a more open feeling with the new displays”, said Pool.

There will be an interactive area for small children to enjoy themselves along with a Brat Fry
to satisfy those with an appetite. The members of the museum look forward to showing and
teaching about the construction process.
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