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Train buff Bill Barritt is so hooked on railways he decided to rekindle his love affair with the tracks by building his own line in his back garden.

Mr Barritt, aged 80, spent more than three years getting the miniature railway (#) pieced together and has spent thousands of pounds on his labour of love.
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The train alone, which runs round Mr Barritt’s two thirds of a mile of track behind his home near Bridgnorth, cost £12,000 and came from America.
The whole project got off the ground when Mr Barritt was talked into it by his 81-year-old wife Patricia.
He said: “Patricia told me | should build a railway because she knew | had always wanted to.
“I didn't work on it non-stop. Some times | would take a break of a week or two and | got a lot of help from my gardener with the physical work.”
Ever since he was a child Mr Barritt has had a passion for railways, regularly travelling on trains around the Midlands as he was growing up.
Many of the lines he used to travel on with his family disappeared following Dr Beeching’s cuts, victims of modern day progress.
Only the Severn Valley Railway between Bridgnorth and Kidderminster remains as a reminder of the glory days of the steam (#) era.
Mr Barritt, a retired accountant who moved into his home seven years ago, has now officially opened the Leasowes Light Railway Company.
Mr Barritt and his wife have four children and 12 grandchildren, all of whom have taken a trip round his track at one time or another.

Recommend Send 3 people recommend this.

View more: Bridgnorth news (http:/www.expressandstar.com/tag/bridgnorth/), Kidderminster news (http://www.expressandstar.com/tag/kidderminster/), Severn
Valley Railway news (http://www.expressandstar.com/tag/severn-valley-railway/).

1.1
wilf ellis
July 6, 2012 at 2:29 pm (http:/www.expressandstar.com/news/2012/07/06/bill%e 2%80%99s-back-garden-railway-is-a-labour-of-love /#comment-473451)

well done Bill, you must have had a lot of enjoyment in your project, pity it was’'nt steam.

Report abuse (http://www.expressandstar.com/comment-reports/?c=473451)

Nikki
July 6, 2012 at 3:43 pm (http:/www.expressandstar.com/news/2012/07/06/bill%e 2%80%99s-back-garden-railway-is-a-labour-of-love /#comment-473477)

Awww this is the nicest storey Ive read in ages. My dad would have loved do have done something like that!
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Reply (/news/2012/07/06/bill%E2%80%99s-back-garden-railway-is-a-labour-of-love/?re plytocom=473477#respond)

Leave a Reply
Name (required)

Email (will not be published) (required)

Oor (#)  What's this? (/about-
f Login with Facebook our-facebook-
integration/)
Submit Comment

Disclaimer: We will put up as many of your responses as possible but cannot guarantee that all comments will be published. We prefer short comments that include
no external website links. We reserve the right to edit comments and will not enter into correspondence over editing decisions. Comments featured on the site are not
representative of the views of the Express & Star or Midland News Association.

2 of 7 7/8/2012 8:55 AM



Bill’s back garden railway is a labour of love « Express & Star http://www.expressandstar.com/news/2012/07/06/bill’s-back-garden-rai...

Sponsored Links

B3
Help us fight for the
America we love.

email address
zip
Sign Up

Privacy Policy

Paid for by Romney for President, Inc.

News (http://www.expressandstar.com/news/)

e Crime (http:/www.expressandstar.com/news/crime/)

Crime news from the West Midlands region, from the Express and Star.

999 (http://www.expressandstar.com/news/999/)

Emergency Services news from the West Midlands region, from the Express & Star.

Health (http:/www.expressandstar.com/news/health/)

Health news from the Express & Star.

Environment (http:/www.expressandstar.com/news/environment/)

Environment news from the Express & Star.

Politics (http:/www.expressandstar.com/news/politics/)

Politics and council news from the West Midlands region, from the Express & Star.

Property News (http://www.expressandstar.com/news/property/)

Find property news from Midlands and everything you need to know about buying property in your area,...

Transport (http:/www.expressandstar.com/news/transport-news/)

Transport news from the Express & Star

Traffic News (http://www.expressandstar.com/travel/traffic-news/)

Check out what’s happening on the roads, with our live traffic information provided by the Highway...

UK News (http://www.expressandstar.com/uk/uk-news/)

Read UK national news from the Express & Star newspaper in the West Midlands.

Weather (http://www.expressandstar.com/weather/)
Welcome to expressandstar.com’s new weather service for the West Midlands region. Wel'll ...

(http://www.expressandstar.com/news/2012/07/06/bill%e2%80%99s-back-garden-railway-is-a-labour-of-love/railway1/)
(http://www.expressandstar.com/news/2012/07/06/bill%e2%80%99s-back-garden-railway-is-a-labour-of-love/railway1/)

[railway1/)

Local News

3of7 7/8/2012 8:55 AM



Bill’s back garden railway is a labour of love « Express & Star http://www.expressandstar.com/news/2012/07/06/bill’s-back-garden-rai...

Birmingham (http://www.expressandstar.com/tag/birmingham/)
Cannock (http://www.expressandstar.com/tag/cannock/)

Dudley (http://www.expressandstar.com/tag/dudley/)

Kidderminster (http:/www.expressandstar.com/tag/kidderminster/)
Lichfield (http:/www.expressandstar.com/tag/lichfield/)

Sandwell (http://www.expressandstar.com/tag/sandwell/)

Stafford (http:/www.expressandstar.com/tag/stafford/)

Stourbridge (http:/www.expressandstar.com/tag/stourbridge/)

Walsall (http:/www.expressandstar.com/tag/walsall/)

Wolverhampton (http://www.expressandstar.com/tag/wolverhampton/)

UK News

Warning ahead of women bishops vote (http:/www.expressandstar.com/news/uk-news/2012/07/08/warning-ahead-of-women-bishops-vote/)

Cooper condemns Heathrow ‘disgrace’ (http://www.expressandstar.com/news/uk-news/2012/07/08/cooper-condemns-heathrow-disgrace/

Useful links

Announcements (http:/www.expressandstar.com/classifieds/)
Place an ad (http://www.expressandstar.com/classifieds/place-an-ad-2/)
Contact us (http://www.expressandstar.com/about-us/contact-us/)
Follow us on Twitter (https://twitter.com/expressandstar)
Find us on Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/ExpressandStar)
(http://oas.expressandstar.co.uk/5c/www.expressandstar.com/news/L27/821653475/Right/Claverley/ES Dating House Sky
[WOLVERHAMPTON SKYSCRAPER ONLINE AD.JPG/5248596b77302f357136514143397a36?x)

FIND the
apple of  Partner links
your eye
with...

Photos for Sale (http:/photosforsale.expressandstar.com/ES)
Dating (http:/dating.expressandstar.com/)

Property (http://www.homeofproperty.co.uk/expressandstar/)
Motors (http://www.expressandstar.com/lifestyle/motors/)

Jobs (http://jobs.expressandstar.com/)

(http://oas.expressandstar.co.uk/5¢c/www.expressandstar.com/news/L27/1680718075
= [Frame1/Claverley/ES HOUSE STAR EXTRA TRAVEL
"'Bv c?ach rall- Eurnstar [es-StarExtraTravel300x250_1643v2.qif/5248596b77302{357136514143397a36?2x)
self-drive and air

Most Commented

1. Motorcyclist seriously injured in Wolverhampton crash

Friends

http://www.expressandstar.com/news/2012/07/05/motorcyclist-seriously-injured-

in-wolverhampton-crash/)
2. M6 Toll terror scare 'caused by electronic cigarette’
(http://www.expressandstar.com/news/2012/07/05/m6-toll-terror-scare-caused-

In the
West Midlands
there are :

by-electronic-cigarette/

Over 63,000 Beaugh 1o you by the Express & Star |3. HS2 rail junction plans are attacked (http:/www.expressandstar.com/news/2012
F
m emb ers [07/05/hs2-rail-junction-plans-are-attacked/)

4. Former TV star Jean Morton dies, 91, in Lichfield (http:/www.expressandstar.com

5. Bill’s back garden railway is a labour of love (http:/www.expressandstar.com/news/2012/07/06/bill%e2%80%99s-back-garden-railway-
is-a-labour-of-love/)

4 of 7 7/8/2012 8:55 AM



Bill’s back garden railway is a labour of love « Express & Star http://www.expressandstar.com/news/2012/07/06/bill’s-back-garden-rai...

Video News from [\

Get the latest
edition of the
paper on your
iPad & iPhone.

First week free.
Click to download.

‘ D Apf; Store ‘

(https:/ /twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=ExpressAndStar)
& Eypress & Star

- ExpressandStar (https:/twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=ExpressandStar)

ExpressandStar (https://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=ExpressandStar) Here comes the rain yfrog.com/nyhkfisj (http://t.co/DWeex0QT)

36 minutes ago (https://twitter.com/ExpressandStar/status/221984869604007938) - reply (https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=221984869604007938) ' retweet (https://twitter.com/intent
/retweet?tweet_id=221984869604007938) * favorite (https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=221984869604007938)

ExpressandStar (https://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=ExpressandStar) Man stabbed to death outside Wolverhampton nightclub bit.ly/PAgr3I (http://t.co
JAdEjPXhA)

48 minutes ago (https://twitter.com/ExpressandStar/status/221981775117828096) * reply (https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=221981775117828096)  retweet (https://twitter.com/intent
/retweet?tweet_id=221981775117828096) * favorite (https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=221981775117828096)

ExpressandStar (https://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=ExpressandStar) Dark cloud heading towards centre court. yfrog.com/odf4ntmj (http://t.co
/VM8Afg1I)

50 minutes ago (https://twitter.com/ExpressandStar/status/221981332010569729) * reply (https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=221981332010569729) ' retweet (https://twitter.com/intent
/retweet?tweet_id=221981332010569729) * favorite (https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=221981332010569729)

ExpressandStar (https://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=ExpressandStar) All eyes on this thing right now yfrog.com/mnyz3auj (http://t.co/IEYXLgFs)

57 minutes ago (https://twitter.com/ExpressandStar/status/221979461493587969) * reply (https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=221979461493587969) ' retweet (https://twitter.com/intent
/retweet?tweet_id=221979461493587969) * favorite (https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=221979461493587969)

(https://twitter.com) Join the conversation (https://twitter.com/ExpressAndStar)

AdChoices [>

SAVE 50% ON 12x12 PHOTO BOOKS

Promo code SAVESO. Offer ends July 11

.

MAKE A BOOK »

50f7 7/8/2012 8:55 AM



Bill’s back garden railway is a labour of love « Express & Star http://www.expressandstar.com/news/2012/07/06/bill’s-back-garden-rai...

APP

(http://www.expressandstar.com/news/2012/01/16/get-our-new-app-plus-one-
week-of-digital-paper-access-free) Get the E&S app

: (http://www.expressandstar.com/news/2012/01/16/get-our-new-app-plus-one-
Pt v - week-of-digital-paper-access-free)

= Baprass s Sese 5

Download our new app for iPhone or iPad and get seven day's access for free.

TRAFFIC

http://www.expressandstar.com/travel/traffic-news/) Live traffic news (http://www.expressandstar.com/travel/traffic-
news/

Check out what's happening on the roads with our live traffic information.

TWITTER

(https://twitter.com/expressandstar) Express & Star on Twitter
(https://twitter.com/expressandstar)

Follow us on Twitter to keep up with the latest breaking news and sport.

FACEBOOK

(http:/www.facebook.com

l [ExpressandStar) Find us on
*

follow us on Facebook (htip://www.facebook.com

[ExpressandStar)

facebook.

Like the Express & Star's Facebook
page for all the latest news and sport
updates.

expressandstar.com

e About Us (/about-us/)

e Terms of website use (terms-of-website-use/)

o Acceptable use policy (/acceptable-use-policy/)

e Privacy & cookies policy (/cookies-and-third-party-privacy/)

o Sister titles (/sister-titles/)

¢ Follow us on Twitter (http:/twitter.com/expressandstar)

e Find us on Facebook (http:/www.facebook.com/ExpressandStar)

Useful links

o Advertise (/about-us/advertising-with-expressandstarcom/)
e Send us your news (/your-star/)

e Contact us (/about-us/contact-us/)

e Home delivery (/delivery-options/)

o Sitemap (http:/www.expressandstar.com/sitemap/)

o Archive (/about-us/archive/)

o RSS feeds (/about-us/feeds/)

Popular sections

o Business directory (http:/www.expressandstar.com/local-businesses/)
e Dating (http://dating.expressandstar.com/)

o Property (http:/www.homeofproperty.co.uk/expressandstar/)

o Motors (/lifestyle/motors/)

e Jobs (http://jobs.expressandstar.com/)

e Star Extra Travel (/starextratravel/)

e Featured articles (http:/www.expressandstar.com/brand-advice/)

6 of 7 7/8/2012 8:55 AM



Bill’s back garden railway is a labour of love « Express & Star

7 of 7

in print

Express & Star (http://www.mna-research.com/media-
portfolio-by-channel/in-print/daily/) | Shropshire Star

» (http:/www.mna-research.com/media-| portfollo by-channel/in- prmt/dally ) | The Chronicle Series

: -series/) | Shropshire
Weekly Papers (http://www.mna-research.com/media-portfolio-| bv channel/in-| prlnt/weeklv/shrogshlre -weeklies/)

[the-magazine-series/) | Shrogshlre Magazme (http:/www.mna-research.com/media-portfolio-by-channel/in-print
[periodical/the-shropshire-magazine/) | Express (Leaflet) Distribution (http:/www.mna-research.com/media-
portfolio-by-channel/in-print/express-distribution/) | The Farmer (http://www.shropshirestar.com/the-farmer/)

online

expressandstar.com (http:/www.mna-research.com/media-portfolio-by-channel/online/expressandstarcom/) shropshirestar.com (http://www.mna-

research.com/media-portfolio-by-channel/online/shropshirestarcom/)

mobile

mnadigital (http:/www.mna-research.com/media-portfolio-by-channel/mobile/)

http://www.expressandstar.com/news/2012/07/06/bill’s-back-garden-rai...

7/8/2012 8:55 AM



